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PREFACE 


This  small  booklet  is  meant  to  serve  all  those  who 
take  an  active  interest  in  the  activities  of  the  Commission 
on  Faith  and  Order.  It  contains  information  about  the 
programme  of  the  Commission  for  the  years  ahead. 

At  its  meeting  in  Accra  in  the  summer  of  1974,  the 
Faith  and  Order  Commission  discussed  the  plans  for  the 
future  (see  Minutes , Faith  and  Order  Paper  No.  71,  pages 
83-109).  However,  these  plans  could  not  be  implemented  of 
course  before  the  Fifth  Assembly  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  met  at  Nairobi  where  the  future  programme  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  as  a whole  was  to  be  reviewed. 

A few  months  after  Nairobi,  ten  members  of  the  Faith  and 
Order  Standing  Commission  met  to  consider  the  implications 
of  the  Assembly  for  the  programme  of  the  Commission  and  to 
present  recommendations  to  the  Central  Committee  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches.  Their  report  can  be  found  on 
pages  3-24. 

In  August  1976,  the  Central  Committee  met  to  decide 
on  the  future  programme  of  the  Council.  The  proposals 
concerning  the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order  were  examined 
along  with  all  the  proposals  coming  from  the  Units  and 
sub-units  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches.  The  actions 
of  the  Central  Committee  which  concern  the  Commission  on 
Faith  and  Order  can  be  found  on  pages  25-28. 

In  addition  to  these  two  reports,  this  booklet  contains 
also  a list  of  recent  Faith  and  Order  publications  as  well 
as  a list  of  the  members  of  the  newly  constituted  Commission 
which  was  elected  at  the  Central  Committee  meeting. 
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I.  PROPOSALS  FROM  THE  FAITH  AND  ORDER  STANDING 

COMMISSION  TO  THE  CENTRAL  COMMITTEE  OF 
THE  WORLD  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES 


1 . Giving  Account  of  the  Hope  Within  Us 

A.  Introduction 


Five  years  have  passed  since  the  study  was  launched 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  in  Louvain 
(l97l)*  The  proposal  has  found  a wide  response;  many  have 
participated  in  groups  or  have  been  associated  with  it  in 
other  ways.  Time  has  now  come  to  review  the  results  so  far 
achieved  and  to  decide  on  the  direction  further  efforts  in 
this  field  should  take. 

The  study  "was  based  on  the  convictions  that  (l)  churches 
and  Christians  have  the  obligation  in  every  new  age  to  confess 
afresh,  in  the  language  of  that  age,  their  faith  in  Christ; 

(2)  they  must  strive  for  expressions  of  the  Christian  faith 
within  different  cultural  worlds  and  in  diversified  social, 
political  and  religious  situations;  (3)  the  divided  churches 
might  rediscover  their  unity  by  letting  themselves  be  recon- 
stituted by  the  truth  of  the  Gospel"  (Uniting  in  Hope,  p.  25). 

The  study  was  to  proceed  in  two  stages.  The  initiative 
was  primarily  to  be  with  the  churches,  Christian  groups  and 
individuals  in  different  parts  of  the  world.  The  Commission 
therefore  did  not  launch  the  study  by  appointing  an  inter- 
national commission  to  formulate  a statement  on  the  Christian 
faith,  but  issued  an  invitation  to  the  churches  and  groups 
within  the  churches  that  they  should  make  an  attempt  at  arti- 
culating the  faith  and  the  hope  within  them  in  the  situation 
which  they  face.  The  primary  emphasis  was  on  the  authentic 
expression  of  Christian  faith  and  hope  in  particular  contexts. 

In  the  second  stage  of  the  study  and  on  the  basis  of 
the  responses  received,  the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order  was 
to  reflect  on  the  possibility  of  a c ommon  account.  How  can 
the  one  Gospel  be  affirmed  and  proclaimed  together  by  all 
churches?  What  are  the  criteria  for  the  churches  to  recognize 
each  other  in  the  vast  variety  of  expressions  of  faith  as  part 
of  the  one  Church  of  Jesus  Christ?  What  can  be  undertaken  to 
strengthen  the  commitment  of  the  churches  in  the  ecumenical 
movement  to  form  a confessing  community? 


B.  What  has  been  achieved? 


l)  The  invitation  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission 
found  a wide  response.  In  many  countries,  study  groups  were 
formed  (ca.  50)  and  many  of  them  have  sent  in  their  accounts 
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of  hope.  In  some  countries,  churches  have  responded  by  making 
the  study  a project  in  their  congregat ions  (cf.  particularly 
the  project  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  in  the  Nether- 
lands). In  other  countries,  independently  from  the  invitation, 
churches  were  already  engaged  in  working  out  affirmations  of 
faith  for  their  congregations  and  members.  In  yet  other 
countries,  churches  or  groups  facing  a particular  political 
situation  have  been  led  to  confess  afresh  their  Christian 
convictions;  we  have  also  attempted  to  collect  such  material. 

It  must  be  added,  however,  that  the  material  which  has  so  far 
become  available  remains  fragmentary  and  needs  to  be  supple- 
mented. (For  instance,  there  are  not  yet  enough  accounts 
from  Africa  and  Asia,  certain  confessional  traditions  have 
more  actively  participated  than  others,  etc.). 

2)  At  the  Accra  meeting  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission 
( summer  1974),  a select  ion  of  the  material  then  available  was 
studied  under' ten  themes  and  a first  attempt  was  made  at 
providing  a statement  in  which  the  tension  between  the  in- 
tegrity of  different  particular  accounts  and  the  necessity 
for  some  account  of  our  one  hope  was  frankly  faced.  The 
statement  has  four  parts.  The  first  part,  in  traditional 
biblical  language,  recalls  the  one  hope  which  unites  all 
Christians;  the  second  gives  a description  of  particular 
accounts  coming  from  different  cultural  and  political  con- 
texts; the  third  expresses  the  commitment  to  form  one  fellow- 
ship of  witness  and  service,  despite  the  diversity  of  expres- 
sions; and  the  fourth  offers  a number  of  testimonies  of  hope. 
Though  the  statement  does  not  yet  provide  an  adequate  solution 
of  the  tension  between  the  oneness  of  the  Gospel  and  the 
diversity  of  approaches,  its  structures  may  prove  to  be  rele- 
vant in  future  discussions.  Many  groups  have  used  the  Accra 
statement  and  have  been  stimulated  in  their  work,  especially 
by  the  fourth  part. 

C.  After  the  Nairobi  Assembly 


The  Fifth  Assembly  in  Nairobi  has  provided  a new  basis 
for  the  study  "Giving  Account";  there  was  expressed  a new 
readiness  to  speak  together  of  the  heart  of  the  Christian 
commitment.  The  concern  underlying  the  study  has  thus  become 
a concern  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  as  a whole.  In 
the  future  the  study  will  therefore  need  to  be  presented  much 
more  deliberately  as  an  undertaking  which  will  engage  all 
programmes  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

Section  I was  devoted  to  the  theme  "Confessing  Christ 
Today".  The  report  of  that  Section,  which  specifically  recom- 
mends the  churches  to  take  the  "Giving  Account"  study  into 
account  in  the  follow-up  of  the  Assembly,  will  be  studied  by 
the  churches-. 

Section  II  "What  Unity  Requires"  underlined  the  need 
for  common  witness  in  the  search  for  unity.  "The  churches 
should  undertake  a common  effort  to  receive,  re-appropriate 
and  confess  together,  as  contemporary  occasion  requires,  the 
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Christian  truth  and  faith,  delivered  through  the  Apostles  and 
handed  down  through  the  centuries.  Such  common  action, 
arising  from  free  and  inclusive  discussion  under  the  commonly 
acknowledged  authority  of  God's  Word,  must  aim  both  to  clarify 
and  to  embody  the  unity  and  the  diversity  which  are  proper  to 
the  Church's  life  and  mission*1  (Faith  and  Order  Paper  No  77, 
What  Unity  Requires  , p.  7l)»  This  recommendation  may  pro- 
vide the  context  for  the  contribution  of  the  study,  especially 
as  far  as  the  contribution  of  Faith  and  Order  is  concerned. 

The  second  stage  of  the  study  was  to  be  the  attempt  to  ex- 
press the  common  hope  of  Christians  which  lies  beneath  and 
ahead  of  the  various  particular  hopes.  After  Nairobi,  it 
seems  as  though  it  might  be  possible  to  undertake  such  an 
effort  with  e^en  more  possibility  that  the  churches  would 
participate  in  the  process. 

In  this  context,  it  may  also  be  noted  that  the  Fourth 
Official  Report  of  the  Joint  Working  Group  between  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  and  the  World  Council  of  Churches  (1975) 
emphasizes  the  need  for  deepening  the  commitment  to  common 
witness  and  suggests  that  a study  be  undertaken  on  content 
and  method  of  common  witness;  it  also  recommends  organized 
common  reflection  on  the  possibilities  of  a common  basis  for 
religious  instruction. 

In  order  to  ensure  the  strongest  possible  impact,  the 
various  Units  and  sub-units  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
will  need  to  work  in  close  collaboration.  There  is  special 
need  for  co-ordination  between  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission 
and  the  Commission  on  World  Mission  and  Evangelism  which,  in 
a special  way,  is  engaged  in  the  follow-up  to  Section  I. 
Collaboration  should  also  be  sought  with  other  sub-units, 
e.g.  with  DFI  on  issues  relating  to  other  faiths  and  ideologies, 
with  Church  and  Society  on  issues  of  faith  and  science,  and 
with  TEF  on  the  possibility  of  working  out  common  catechetical 
material . 

D.  Issues  to  be  taken  into  account  on  the  continuation  of 

the  study 


If  the  study  is  to  be  carried  further  in  the  framework 
provided  by  the  Fifth  Assembly,  the  following  considerations 
are  of  particular  importance: 

l)  The  relationship  between  faith  and  hope.  Obviously 
the  title  of  the  study  has  given  rise  to  different 
responses.  While  some  groups  reflected  on  the  possibi- 
lity of  a contemporary  expression  of  the  Christian 
faith  received  in  the  tradition,  others  made  the  attempt 
at  describing  the  hope  that  they  have  in  their  particular 
cultural  or  political  situation.  Both  contributions 
have  their  distinct  value  for  the  study,  but  there  is 
need  to  clarify  more  fully  the  relationship  between 
faith  and  hope.  In  further  efforts,  more  attention 
will  need  to  be  given  to  indicating,  on  the  basis  of 
the  Christian  faith,  the  reason  for  hoping  (logos  tes 
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elpidos) . Instead  of  simply  being  described,  hope 
should  more  deliberately  be  accounted  for. 

2 ) Relationship  between  confession  of  the  Church  and 

witness  of  groups  and  individual  Christians.  The 
groups  associated  with  the  study  have  offered  many 
different  accounts  and  testimonies  of  hope;  their 
work  illustrates  clearly  the  vast  variety  of  approaches 
which  can  be  found  today.  The  question  must  be  raised 
how  these  spontaneous  expressions  of  hope  are  rooted 
in  the  faith  held  and  proclaimed  by  the  Church.  To 
what  extent  can  groups  speak  for  their  church  or  their 
churches?  In  further  efforts,  the  ecclesial  nature  of 
any  attempt  at  formulating  the  Christian  faith  today 
requires  more  adequate  attention. 

3)  Common  witness.  Some  groups  were  primarily  con- 
cerned with  the  common  witness  of  Christians  across 
the  dividing  lines  of  confessional  traditions.  There 
is  an  obvious  desire  to  overcome  the  divisions  in 
this  respect.  How  can  the  churches  contribute  to 
enable  common  witness?  Though  it  may  not  yet  be  pos- 
sible to  confess  the  truth  together,  there  may  be  inter- 
mediary steps  which  can  be  considered.  In  further 
efforts,  the  way  in  which  the  ground  for  common  witness 
can  be  laid  (e.g.  the  working  out  of  common  catechetical 
material)  will  need  to  be  more  deliberately  explored. 

E.  The  nexts  steps  in  the  study 


For  the  continuation  of  the  study,  we  offer  the  follow- 
ing proposals : 

1)  The  work  in  particular  contexts  and  situations 
should  be  continued.  The  invitation  issued  by  the 
Faith  and  Order  Commission  in  1972  still  stands. 

Many  groups  have  not  yet  completed  their  work;  others 
may  now  want  to  participate  in  the  study.  The  study 
should  become,  in  as  many  places  as  possible,  an 
occasion  to  engage  in  the  effort  to  articulate  the 
Christian  faith.  The  approach  chosen  in  the  Netherlands 
may  also  serve  as  a model  in  other  countries. 

2)  At  the  same  time  a deliberate  attempt  should  be 
made  by  the  Faith  and  Order  Secretariat  to  collect 
statements  of  faith  and  similar  materials  produced 
in  particular  situations,  even  though  they  may  not 
have  been  a direct  response  to  the  invitation  of  the 
Faith  and  Order  Commission.  Each  member  of  the  Com- 
mission should  consider  it  his  responsibility  to  make 
available  materials  giving  evidence  of  accounts  of 
hope  produced  in  his  area  (liturgical  material,  affir- 
mations of  faith,  manifestos,  etc.). 

3)  The  Faith  and  Order  Secretariat  should  regularly 
publish  accounts  and  other  relevant  material  to  the 
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study,  possibly  as  appendices  to  the  regular  Newsletter 
which  was  started  after  the  Accra  meeting  of  the  Faith 
and  Order  Commission.  The  Faith  and  Order  Secretariat 
should  also  consider  preparing  surveys  of  accounts  re- 
ceived and  encouraging  communication  among  the  churches 
and  groups  which  have  produced  specific  accounts. 

4)  In  the  coming  years  special  attention  will  need  to 
be  paid  to  meetings  at  the  regional  level.  Recently 
the  Conference  of  European  Churches  engaged  in  a re- 
flection on  the  "European  theology  challenged  by  the 
worldwide  Church".  In  1977*  the  Christian  Conference 
of  Asia  will  have  a conference  on  "Suffering  and  Hope". 
Similar  discussions  may  take  place  in  other  regions. 

The  results  of  such  discussions  will  need  to  be  care- 
fully evaluated  with  a view  to  the  Faith  and  Order 
study. 

5)  At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission 
(hopefully  in  1978),  a substantial  part  of  the  pro- 
gramme should  be  devoted  to  reviewing  the  materials 

in  the  light  of  the  Nairobi  recommendation  mentioned 
above.  In  this  review,  special  attention  and  thought 
need  to  be  given  that  this  recommendation  is  addressed 
to  the  churches  and  anticipates  their  participation. 

F.  Unresolved  issues  of  method 


In  the  period  ahead,  special  attention  needs  to  be 
devoted  to  the  transition  from  the  first  to  the  second  stage 
of  the  study.  How  can  the  one  hope  be  affirmed  in  the  diver- 
sity of  expressions?  There  is  one  Lord  and  one  Gospel  whom 
we  all  seek  to  confess.  At  the  same  time  we  are  confronted 
with  a diversity  of  expressions,  sometimes  conflicting  and 
contradictory.  There  is  not  yet  a common  answer  to  the 
question  as  to  how  this  dilemma  can  be  overcome.  Should  a 
common  account  be  attempted?  Or  should  attention  concentrate 
on  working  out  criteria  which  enable  the  churches  to  recognize 
each  other  in  their  effort  to  confess  Jesus  Christ? 

There  are  strong  reasons  to  doubt  that  a common  account 
can  be  offered,  at  least  not  at  this  stage  of  the  ecumenical 
movement.  In  any  case,  in  any  effort  of  common  accounting, 
the  uniqueness  of  accounts  growing  out  of  specific  situations 
should  be  safeguarded.  In  the  second  stage  of  the  study, 
the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  has  rather  the  task  of  pointing 
to  the  common  ground  in  which  the  different  expressions  are 
finally  rooted  and  to  offer  criteria  to  evaluate  the  validity 
of  particular  accounts.  For  instance,  the  following  questions 
may  be  asked: 

- How  does  the  account  reflect  the  witness  of  Scripture 

and  Tradition? 

- How  does  it  relate  to  context  and  situation? 

- How  does  it  depend  on  the  sustaining  power  of  the 

Holy  Spirit? 
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- How  does  it  relate  to  the  eschatological  hope  of 

the  resurrection  and  the  kingdom  of  God? 

- In  what  kind  of  community  is  it  rooted?  How  repre- 

sentative is  it  for  the  community  in  that  particular 
context  and  situation? 

In  order  to  make  the  discussions  of  the  materials  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Commission  really  worthwhile,  care- 
ful reflection  on  the  appropriate  method  of  evaluation  and 
especially  on  the  possibility  of  common  accounting  of  the  one 
hope  is  required.  In  preparing  the  programme  of  the  meeting, 
this  reflection  must  be  regarded  as  the  first  priority. 

A small  group  should  be  convened  to  work  out  a pre- 
liminary document  that  will  help  to  focus  the  discussion  in 
the  next  stage  of  the  study. 


2.  Unity  of  the  Church  - Unity  of  Humankind 


The  Core  Group  gave  a substantial  part  of  its  meeting 
to  a discussion  of  the  study  "Unity  of  the  Church  - Unity  of 
Humankind".  Recalling  the  main  stages  and  purposes  of  this 
study  since  the  Fourth  Assembly  at  Uppsala,  it  gave  parti- 
cular attention  to  a new  framework  of  this  concern  as  it  has 
been  designed  by  the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order  at  its 
meeting  in  Accra  in  197**  and  by  the  Fifth  Assembly  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  in  Nairobi.  At  Accra  it  had  been 
stated  that  "the  study  has  so  far  concentrated  on  the  theo- 
logical and  ecclesiological  clarification  of  the  theme". 

The  Commission  recommended  "that  it  should  be  discontinued 
in  its  present  form  and  that  the  concern  of  the  study  should 
be  continued  in  collaboration  with  other  Units  and  sub- 
units ol  the  World  Council  of  Churches"  (Commission  on  Faith 
and  Order,  Minutes , Faith  and  Order  Paper  No.  71»  Accra  197*** 
p.  88).  The  areas  of  collaborative  work  suggested  were  racism 
and  theology,  the  dialogue  concern  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  and  the  "Community  of  Men  and  Women  in  the  Church". 

At  the  Fifth  Assembly  of  the  World  Council  in  Nairobi, 
care  was  taken  in  Section  II  "What  Unity  Requires"  to  place 
the  unity  concern  in  a broad  understanding  of  the  context  of 
today’s  world.  In  the  report  of  Section  II  it  is  stated: 

"...  in  order  to  be  faithful  to  our  calling  to  unity,  we 
must  consider  this  calling  within  the  wider  context  of  the 
unity  and  diversity  of  humankind.  It  is  because  we  have  often 
failed  to  do  this  that  many  have  dismissed  the  quest  for 
Church  unity  as  irrelevant  to  their  real  concerns."  More 
particularly,  Section  II  recommended  that  detailed  study  be 
given  to  the  "Integration  of  the  Disabled"  in  Church  and. 
world,  thus  recalling  the  work  done  by  the  Faith  and  Order 
Commission  in  Louvain  1971  on  the  handicapped,  a concern 
which  had  arisen  out  of  the  general  study  on  the  "Unity  of 
the  Church  - Unity  of  Humankind". 
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The  Core  Group  noted  with  appreciation  that  the  Faith 
and  Order  Secretariat  was  about  to  prepare  a comprehensive 
documentary  report  on  the  previous  stages  of  the  s.tudy  which 
would  lift  up  major  issues  and  the  lessons  learnt  in  the  years 
between  1968  and  1975. 

The  discussion  centered  around  the  theological  and 
methodological  implications  of  the  shift  initiated  by  Accra 
and  reinforced  by  Nairobi.  How  would  it  be  possible  to  keep 
these  collaborative  efforts  firmly  related  to  the  overall 
framework  of  unity  both  in  Church  and  humankind?  In  which 
ways  would  the  insights  gained  in  these  studies  enable  Faith 
and  Order,  and  indeed  the  whole  ecumenical  movement, to  under- 
stand and  to  promote  better  the  unity  of  the  Church?  It  was 
clearly  seen  that  there  existed  a deep  tension  between  the 
unity  of  the  Church  on  the  one  hand  and  the  unity  or  inter- 
dependence and  inter-relatedness  of  humankind  on  the  other. 

The  unity  of  the  Church  would  be  a sign  and  sacrament  for  the 
unity  of  humanity  only  and  insofar  as  it  disclosed  the  unity 
which  is  rooted  in  and  sustained  by  Jesus  Christ.  Therefore, 
care  ought  to  be  taken  not  to  attempt  to  dissolve  the  inherent 
tension  between  these  two  entities. 

On  the  basis  of  considerations  like  these,  the  Core 
Group  stressed  the  need  for  the  Standing  Commission  on  Faith 
and  Order  to  give  careful  attention  to  this  concern  at  its 
next  meeting.  An  in-depth  discussion  of  the  general  problems 
would  thus  accompany  the  more  specific  collaborative  studies. 

With  regard  to  these  collaborative  efforts,  the  Core 
Group  underlined  the  need 

a)  to  continue  the  collaborative  work  with  the  Pro- 
gramme to  Combat  Racism;  it  was  noted  that  cooperation 
with  the  PCR  had  already  produced  a first  result,  the 
report  on  "Racism  in  Theology  and  Theology  against 
Racism",  which  was  now  being  discussed  widely  in  several 
groups  and  churches  around  the  world; 

b)  to  seek  further  and  more  detailed  clarification  of 
Faith  and  Order's  involvement  in  the  work  done  by  the 
sub-unit  on  the  Dialogue  with  People  of  other  Living 
Faiths  and  Ideologies; 

c)  to  explore  all  possibilities  of  deepening  efforts 
related  to  the  integration  of  the  disabled  in  the  life 
of  the  churches  and  communities  by  seeking  active  co- 
operation with  other  concerned  groups  within  and  beyond 
the  churches; 

d)  to  explore  possibilities  of  presenting  some  of  the 
main  concerns  of  the  "unity  of  humankind"  study  in  visual 
materials  by  using  the  paintings  on  unity  prepared  by 
children  throughout  the  world  for  the  Nairobi  Assembly. 

In  particular,  the  Core  Group  discussed  more  fully  the 
implication  and  future  perspectives  of  the  proposed  study  on 
the"Community  of  Women  and  Men  in  the  Church".  It  should  be 
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noted  that  the  attention  devoted  to  this  study  does  not  invali- 
date the  importance  of  the  other  collaborative  efforts,  but 
rather  it  should  be  regarded  as  an  example  of  the  kind  of 
guidance  and  critical  leadership  which  only  lack  of  time 
prevented  the  Core  Group  from  providing  to  the  other  efforts 
as  well. 


The  Community  of  Women  and  Men  in  the  Church 
A.  Summary  of  the  Discussion  of  the  Core  Group 


The  Core  Group  gave  considerable  attention  to  the 
theme  of  "The  Community  of  Women  and  Men  in  the  Church"  which 
had  emerged  as  one  of  the  major  collaborative  efforts  of  Faith 
and  Order  at  the  meeting  of  its  Commission  in  Accra  197^«  The 
group  took  note  of  the  fact  that  this  problem  surfaced  in  the 
context  of  the  Faith  and  Order  study  on  the  "Unity  of  the 
Church  - Unity  of  Humankind"  and  that  it  had  assumed  an  impor- 
tant part  of  the  Report  of  Section  II  of  the  Fifth  Assembly 
in  Nairobi.  Moreover,  the  Section  recommended  that  the  theme 
of  "The  Community  of  Women  and  Men  in  the  Church"  be  studied 
by  the  churches  (cf.  Faith  and  Order  Paper  No.  77>  p.73)«  In 
accordance  with  this  approach,  the  Core  Group  affirmed  the 
need  for  the  World  Council  of  Churches  to  give  careful  attention 
to  this  issue.  More  especially,  the  Core  Group  reviewed  the 
"proposal  for  study  groups",  entitled  "The  Community  of  Women 
and  Men  in  the  Church,  A Study  by  the  World  Council  of  Churches" 
which  is  designed  to  serve  as  the  framework  for  the  collabo- 
rative work  of  Faith  and  Order  and  the  sub-unit  on  "Women  and 
Men  in  Church  and  Society".  It  was  pointed  out  that  the  style 
and  approach  employed  in  this  proposal  were  too  western  as  to 
appeal  to  groups  in  Asia,  Africa  and  elsewhere.  Concern  was 
expressed  over  the  observation  that  some  questions  raised  in 
the  paper  presupposed  a certain  answer  and  thus  lacked  suffi- 
cient openness  as  to  attract  the  greatest  possible  range  of 
answers.  Efforts  would  have  to  be  made  to  remedy  that 
impression . 

Issues  for  Study 

In  the  ensuing  discussion,  the  following  issues  were 
brought  out : 

l)  It  was  clearly  felt  that  the  authority  and  role  of 
the  Bible  with  regard  to  our  understanding  of  the  com- 
munity of  women  and  men  would  merit  attention.  The 
ways  in  which  the  Bible  deals  with  the  true  relation 
of  woman  and  man  calls  for  special  exploration.  This 
is  all  the  more  important  as  it  not  only  speaks  to  the 
ways  in  which  men  and  women  relate  to  each  other 
(marriage,  family  life,  etc.)  but  as  it  provides 
linguistic  models,  symbols  and  images  for  the  relation- 
ship between  God  and  his  people,  between  God  and  the 
Church  and  so  on.  On  the  basis  of  the  already  exist- 
ing exegetical  and  hermeneutical  studies  of  Faith  and 
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Order  on  the  Authority  of  the  Bible,  it  seemed  appro- 
priate to  focus  on  the  problems  raised  by  the  language, 
the  symbols  and  the  images  of  the  Scriptures  and  con- 
ceptualized theology  with  regard  to  women  and  men. 

2)  Looking  at  the  numerous  biblical  references  to 
women,  and  to  Mary  in  particular,  it  was  felt  that 
the  time  had  come  to  consider  carefully  the  place 

of  the  woman  in  the  economy  of  God.  It  was  strongly 
suggested  that  an  ecumenical  study  on  Mary  would  serve 
as  a promising  centre  for  concern  and  would  provide 
deeper  insights  in  the  chris tological  as  well  as 
ecclesiological  perspectives  of  the  Christian  faith. 

3)  One  of  the  most  pressing  problems  in  the  relation- 
ship of  women  and  men  was  felt  to  be  that  of  human 
sexuality.  Here  we  are  faced  today  with  a deep  divid- 
ing line  in  and  between  the  churches.  The  ethical  and 
moral  issues  are  of  extreme  importance.  They  concern 
marriage,  styles  of  family  life,  sexual  behaviour, 
abortion,  etc.  Particular  attention  needs  to  be 
given  to  the  cultural  differences  which  play  signifi- 
cant roles  in  the  patterns  and  developments  of  human 
sexuality. 

4)  Inspite  of  the  fact  that  a large  part  of  the  member 
churches  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  have  provided 
for  the  ordination  of  women,  it  was  obvious  that  the 
problem  of  the  forms  and  styles  in  which  women  parti- 
cipate in  the  ministry  of  the  Church  calls  for  further 
study.  Firstly,  ordination  as  such  is  given  different 
importance  in  different  churches.  Furthermore,  the 
fact  that  women  are  ordained  in  many  churches  does  not 
yet  provide  for  full  and  adequate  participation  on 

the  legislative  and  decision-making  levels. 


Various  attempts  were  made  to  group  together  some  of 
the  problem  areas  listed  under  1 to  4.  Some  were  of  the  opin- 
ion that  a study  in  the  nature  of  the  true  relation  of  woman 
and  man  would  serve  as  a pivot  of  research  in  many  perspectives. 
It  would  require  intensive  biblical  and  historical  work  and 
would  serve  to  help  us  see  both  its  significance  for  the 
relationship  of  God  and  his  people  as  well  as  for  the  life  of 
women  and  men  together.  Theological,  ecclesial,  cultural 
and  ethical  aspects  would  thus  be  brought  together.  Others 
felt  that  the  aspects  of  Community  of  men  and  women  might 
enable  us  to  focus  the  study  in  our  various  societies  and 
church  situations  as  well  as  to  submit  it  to  theological  and 
biblical  inquiry. 


B.  Recommendations 


The  issues  mentioned  above  and  other  problems  listed 
in  the  "Study  Proposal"  are  so  numerous  and  of  such  diverse 
nature  that  the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order  is  obviously 
unable  to  address  itself  to  all  of  them. 
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Therefore,  it  recommends: 

1)  that  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  in  all  its 
activities  and  structures,  share  in  the  responsibility 
for  this  broad  concern,  to  the  effect  that  already 
existing  groups  may  be  identified  and  others  stimulated 
in  as  many  different  cultural  settings  and  church 
situations  as  possible  for  study  of  issues  related 

to  the  community  of  women  and  men,  to  seek  to  incor- 
porate collaborative  styles  of  work,  drawing  on  women 
and  men  from  a diversity  of  professional  and  vocational 
formation,  and  to  concentrate  on  issues  of  their  parti- 
cular concern.  These  might  include: 

a)  the  authority  and  role  of  the  Bible 

b)  language,  symbols  and  images 

c)  the  role  of  the  woman  in  the  saving  and  healing 
history  of  God 

d)  the  relevance  and  meaning  of  Mariology 

e)  styles  of  participation  of  women  in  the  ministry 
of  the  People  of  God,  including  the  issue  of 
ordination 

f)  human  sexuality 

g)  the  true  relation  of  woman  and  man 

h)  the  nature  of  the  community  of  women  and  men; 

2)  that,  in  order  to  facilitate  such  work  in  different 
settings,  care  be  taken  to  correct  the  onesidedness 

of  the  "proposal"  by  providing  further  contributions 
from  other  than  western  sources,  by  requesting  new 
adaptations,  questions  and  descriptions  of  problems, 
by  sharing  commentaries  and  articles  through  adequate 
channels  of  communication; 

3)  that  Faith  and  Order  assume  specific  responsibility 
for  issues  related  to  the  ordination  of  women  and  other 
forms  of  the  participation  of  women  in  the  ministry  of 
the  Church  by  paying  special  attention  to  them  in  the 
re-evaluation  of  the  document  "A  Mutually  Recognized 
Ministry"  to  which  Faith  and  Order  is  already  committed; 

k)  that  Faith  and  Order  engage  in  studies  on  the  role 
of  women  in  the  economy  of  Salvation  (with  special 
reference  to  Mary)  as  it  is  reflected  in  the  Scriptures, 
the  teachings  and  traditions  and  in  the  spirituality 
of  the  Church; 

5)  that  in  recognition  of  the  emphasis  on  partnership 
which  emerged  from  the  consultation  on  Sexism  in  the 
Seventies  (West  Berlin  197*0  and  from  the  Fifth  Assembly 
at  Nairobi  (Section  v),  Unit  III  on  Education  and 
Renewal  accept  primary  responsibility  for  problems 
related  to  human  sexuality; 

6)  that  a consultation  be  organized  by  the  sub-unit 

on  Faith  and  Order  and  the  sub-unit  on  Women  in  Church 
and  Society  around  1978  to  provide  for  a joint  session 
of  the  work  carried  out  at  various  levels,  to  share 
results  and  questions  arising  out  of  these  studies  and 
to  assess  methods  of  further  collaborative  and  inter- 
disciplinary work; 
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7)  that,  in  order  to  provide  adequate  staffing  of 
this  collaborative  study,  a woman  be  added  to  the  staff 
of  Faith  and  Order  with  special  responsibility  for  the 
cooperation  with  the  sub-unit  of  Women  in  Church  and 
Society  and  that  funds  or  seconded  staff  be  sought  to 
enable  immediate  employment  for  a three-year  period 
of  such  a person. 


3 • Unity  of  the  Church 

On  the  basis  of  our  discussion  on  the  follow-up  to 
the  Report  of  Section  II  "What  Unity  Requires",  the  Core  Group 
of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  drafted  the  following  minute: 

The  Report  of  Section  II  coming  from  the  Nairobi  Assem- 
bly of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  1975*  represents  an  impor- 
tant stage  in  the  debate  of  the  unity  of  the  Church  which  has 
continued  within  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  and  particularly 
within  the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order,  over  many  years.  At 
the  Nairobi  Assembly,  a new  Constitution  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  was  adopted  which  sets  forth  as  one  of  its  primary 
aims  "to  call  the  churches  to  the  goal  of  visible  unity  in 
one  faith  and  one  eucharistic  fellowship".  The  Report  of 
Section  II  can  be  understood  as  a commentary  upon  the  meaning 
and  the  implications  of  that  aim  both  for  the  work  of  the 
Faith  and  Order  Commission  and  for  the  involvement  of  the  churches 
in  the  ecumenical  movement  today. 

In  the  Report  of  Section  II  an  important  steps  was 
taken  by  the  churches  in  describing  the  goal  of  visible  unity 
in  the  terms  of  "conciliar  fellowship".  The  report  noted, 
however,  that  this  concept  of  conciliar  fellowship  has  fre- 
quently been  misunderstood  and  may  lead  to  some  confusion  among 
the  churches  as  they  seek  fuller  unity  in  one  faith  and  one 
eucharistic  fellowship.  A recommendation  to  the  churches  in 
the  conclusion  of  the  report  urged  that  the  churches  should 
provide  opportunities  for  a careful  study  and  evaluation  of 
the  concept  as  a way  of  describing  the  unity  of  the  Church,  and 
it  listed  some  specific  areas  which  still  require  clarification 
in  the  description  of  conciliar  fellowship:  "local  church", 
the  relation  of  the  local  church  to  the  full  reality  of  the 
Church  and  issues  concerning  eucharist,  ministry  and  authority. 

In  our  discussion  of  the  report  and  its  recommendations, 
we  began  to  see  more  clearly  the  meaning  of  the  concept  of 
conciliar  fellowship,  both  as  it  represents  the  vision  of  the 
ultimate  goal  to  be  achieved  and  a process,  or  way,  by  which 
unity  can  be  experienced  (though  not  yet  fully)  now.  It  is 
precisely  this  tension  of  conciliar  fellowship  being  the  goal 
and  the  way  which  provides  the  context  for  the  new  ecumenical 
debate  on  the  question  of  the  unity  of  the  Church.  In  this 
context,  several  further  areas  of  concern  are  noted  which  we 
feel  require  further  attention  and  study  in  understanding 
conciliar  fellowship: 
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1)  In  the  section  of  the  Report  of  "Unity  requires  a 
commonly  accepted  goal",  two  basic  issues  concerning 
the  unity  of  the  Church  are  lifted  up  in  the  paragraph 
beginning  "True  conciliar  fellowship  presupposes  the 
unity  of  the  Church"  : 

a)  "True  conciliarity  is  the  reflection  in  the  life  of 
the  Church  of  the  triune  being  of  God."  What  is 
the  meaning  of  this  phrase?  How  is  conciliar 
fellowship  understood  as  a trinitarian  formula  - 
"the  unity  of  the  Church  is  grounded  in  the  divine 
tri-unity"  - in  expressing  the  unity  of  the  Church? 

b)  "Conciliarity  expresses  this  interior  unity  of  the 
churches  separated  by  space,  culture  or  time  ..." 
This  givenness  of  unity  as  God's  gift  in  Jesus 
Christ  has  not  clearly  been  defined  in  relation  to 
our  present  (visible)  divisions.  How  are  we  to 
understand  unity  both  as  a gift  to  be  received  and 
also  a task  yet  to  be  achieved? 

2)  As  we  discussed  the  recommendation  that  clarity  be 
given  to  the  phrase  "local  church",  we  felt  that  one 
approach  which  could  be  helpful  would  be  to  focus  the 
study  on  the  relations  and  interrelations  between  the 
New  Delhi  and  Nairobi  statements  which  describe  the 
unity  we  seek.  How  do  we  understand  conciliar  fellow- 
ship at  its  various  levels  of  manifestation  - local, 
regional  and  international? 

3)  Much  of  our  discussion  centered  on  the  importance 
for  understanding  the  concept  of  conciliar  fellowship 
within  the  context  of  an  understanding  of  the  nature 

of  the  Church.  How  are  the  ontological,  eschatological, 
and  historical  elements  brought  together?  How  does 
giving  a common  confession  of  Truth  relate  to  this 
description  of  unity?  What  is  the  importance  of 
Apostolic  succession  and  the  nature  of  the  ministry 
of  the  Church  to  our  description  of  conciliar  fellow- 
ship? Should  conciliar  fellowship  not  focus  more 
directly  on  the  sacramental  fellowship  that  is  the 
reality  of  the  Church's  life? 

4)  A great  deal  of  attention  in  Nairobi  was  given  to 
the  nature  of  conciliar  fellowship  in  relation  to 
the  pre-conciliar  fellowship  that  is  manifest  in  such 
councils  as  the  World  Council  of  Churches  today.  The 
Report  of  Section  II  spoke  of  our  present  inter- 
confessional assemblies  not  as  councils  in  the  full 
sense,  but  rather  as  expressions  which  "herald"  full 
conciliar  fellowship.  Fuller  spelling  out  of  the 
relationship  between  pre-conciliar  and  conciliar 

is  required. 

5)  One  of  the  recommendations  called  for  "decisions 
which  contribute  to  and  advance  toward  unity";  the 
churches  were  specifically  asked  to  respond  to  the 
three  agreed  statement  on  baptism,  the  eucharist  and 
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a mutually  recognized  ministry.  We  felt  that  these 
issues  affecting  the  unity  of  the  Church  need  further 
study  in  clarifying  their  relation  to  advancing  to- 
wards true  conciliar  fellowship.  It  is  hoped  that  in 
the  evaluation  of  the  responses  from  the  churches 
attention  would  be  given  to  this  area  of  concern  as 
well  as  to  the  important  question  of  representation 
in  who  speaks  for  a church. 

6)  Several  questions  were  raised  with  regard  to  the  way 
conciliar  fellowship  enables  a new  discussion  of  the 
unity  question  within  the  ecumenical  movement.  How 
does  conciliar  fellowship  function?  Can  conciliar 
fellowship  provide  for  a new  style  of  ecumenical  life? 
What  are  the  present  implications  of  conciliar  fellow- 
ship for  the  churches  in  their  existing  relationships? 

In  the  light  of  this  very  rich  discussion,  the  Core 
Group  proposed  that : 

(1)  A small  group  be  brought  together  to  work  out  a 
document  which  would  give  further  content  and 
clarity  to  the  issues  arising  out  of  Section  II, 
with  special  attention  given  to  the  six  points 
listed  here.  This  paper  would  then  be  distributed 
to  all  members  of  the  Standing  Commission  of  Faith 
and  Order  for  their  comments  and  response. 

(2)  In  light  of  the  comments  received,  a redrafted 
text  would  be  prepared  which  would  become  the 
primary  focus  of  the  work  of  the  first  meeting  of 
the  Standing  Commission  in  1977.  The  Standing 
Commission  thus  accepts  the  major  responsibility 
to  clarify  the  concept  of  conciliar  fellowship  as 
was  called  for  at  the  Nairobi  Assembly. 

In  the  discussion  which  pursued,  it  was  noted  that  there 
is  a need  for  a concerted  effort  by  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
to  respond  to  the  recommendations  which  were  addressed  to  the 
churches  in  Section  II.  There  is  a growing  ecumenical  agenda: 
the  bilateral  and  multilateral  conversations,  the  call  for  an 
assessment  of  ecumenical  structures,  responses  to  the  agreed 
statements  on  baptism,  eucharist  and  ministry,  etc.  The 
question  is:  how  can  all  of  these  efforts  be  brought  together 
in  a concerted  way  so  that  they  function  for  the  advancement 
of  unity  and  do  not  become  a hindrance  to  the  unity  we  seek? 

The  Core  Group  asks  that  the  Faith  and  Order  Secretariat 
continue  to  develop  and  cultivate  contacts  among  the  various 
efforts  towards  unity. 

Specifically,  we  would  note: 

a)  Involvement  and  participation  in  the  Joint  Working 
Group  between  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  the  World 
Council  of  Churches,  especially  in  following  up  the 
proposals  set  forth  in  the  Fourth  Official  Report  of 
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the  Joint  Working  Group  which  was  adopted  by  the  Fifth 
Assembly  in  Nairobi. 

b)  Contacts  with  non-member  churches  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  through  such  projects  as  the 
Ecumenical  Exercises , etc. 

c)  Maintaining  contacts  and  providing  service  to  church 
union  negotiations;  continuation  of  the  "Church  Union 
Survey";  visitation  of  negotiating  committees,  etc. 

d)  Developing  contacts  with  the  United  Churches  and 
providing  service  to  them  in  their  work  towards  mutual 
recognition  (Refer  to:  "Called  to  Witness  to  Christ’s 
Cross  and  Glory",  Faith  and  Order  Paper,  No®  77,  p. 
pp.  18-29). 

e)  Participation  in  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Secreta- 
ries of  the  World  Confessional  Families;  continuing 

to  relate  to  and  reviewing  bilateral  conversations; 
helping  to  provide  for  a forum  for  sharing  among  bi- 
lateral conversations  (See  Resolution  I );  etc. 

f)  Cultivating  contacts  with  regional,  national  and 
local  councils  of  churches  and  enabling  an  assessment 
of  their  role  in  advancing  to  true  conciliar  fellowship 
(Refer  to:  Report  of  Policy  Reference  Committee  II  and 
Recommendation  2 of  the  Report  of  Section  II). 

g)  Working  within  the  World  Council  of  Churches  in 
collaboration  with  all  programmes  to  discover  how  each 
programme  contributes  to  the  search  for  visible  unity 
(Refer  to:  "Calling  the  Church  to  the  Goal  of  Visible 
Unity",  Faith  and  Order  Paper  No.  77,  pp.  30-39). 

h)  Continuing  the  work  and  collaboration  with  other 
special  constituencies,  e.g.  the  Lutheran  and  Reformed 
Churches  in  Europe  working  out  the  implications  of  the 
Leuenberg  Concordia,  the  Orthodox  Churches,  etc. 

Four  specific  resolutions  were  adopted  which  relate 
to  the  work  on  the  unity  of  the  Church  for  the  immediate  period 
ahead : 


Resolution  I 


In  the  last  decade,  many  World  Confessional  Families 
and  churches  have  engaged  in  bilateral  conversations  which  have 
led  to  significant  results.  The  Faith  and  Order  Commission  has 
kept  in  close  touch  with  many  conversations  and  has  provided 
surveys  of  their  findings  (cf.  Confessions  in  Dialogue,  Faith 
and  Order  Paper  No.  7*0  • At  their  meeting  in  December  197*+, 
the  Executive  Secretaries  of  the  World  Confessional  Families 
suggested  that  a forum  should  be  established  in  the  context 
of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  to  make  possible  an  exchange 
of  information  and  the  common  evaluation  of  the  bilateral  con- 
versations. The  recommendation  has  found  a positive  response 
with  several  World  Confessional  Families,  churches  engaged  in 
bilaterals,  and  with  the  Fifth  Assembly.  We  welcome  the 
proposal  and  ask  the  Faith  and  Order  Secretariat  to  work  out 
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with  World  Confessional  Families  the  further  details.  From 
the  point  of  view  of  Faith  and  Order,  the  following  consider- 
ations have  to  be  taken  into  account: 

a)  The  Fifth  Assembly  reflected  on  the  relation  between 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  and  World  Confessional 
Families;  this  statement  should  be  kept  in  mind  in 
setting  up  the  forum. 

b)  An  effort  needs  to  be  made  to  clarify  the  implication 
of  the  understanding  of  the  unity  of  the  Church  being 
developed  in  the  World  Council  of  Churches  and  the 
Faith  and  Order  Commission  for  the  bilateral  conver- 
sations. 

c)  The  Faith  and  Order  Commission  should  make  sure  that 
representatives  of  Asia,  Africa  and  Latin  America  and 
of  the  United  Churches  have  adequate  opportunities  to 
express  their  views  on  the  significance  of  bilateral 
conversations . 

Resolution  II 


Realising  the  crucial  importance  of  the  statements  on 
Baptism,  Eucharist  and  the  Ministry,  (Faith  and  Order  Paper 
No.  73)  in  relation  to  advancing  the  goal  of  visible  unity 
among  the  churches  we  urge  that  all  churches  study  these  texts 
and  submit  their  responses  to  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission 
by  December  31st,  1976.  We  ask  that  an  evaluative  consultation 

on  the  churches'  responses  be  held  in  June  1977»  at  which  a 
paper  should  be  prepared  summarizing  the  theological  issues 
requiring  further  study;  such  a paper  should  also  include 
indications  where  positive  reactions  have  been  received  that 
improve  the  three  texts  as  well  as  to  clarifying  ways  in  which 
the  texts  contribute  to  the  common  advance  towards  unity. 

Special  attention  should  be  given  to  interpreting  the  reactions 
and  reception  of  these  agreed  statements  in  relation  to  the 
goal  of  conciliar  fellowship.  Such  a statement  would  have  as 
its  primary  addressee  the  Central  Committee  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches. 

We  would  propose  that  (l)  initiative  be  taken  by  the 
Faith  and  Order  Secretariat  to  insure  a balance  of  responses 
from  the  different  confessions  and  regions;  (2)  a letter  out- 
lining the  plans  for  the  evaluative  meeting  should  be  prepared 
and  sent  out  to  all  churches  which  have  not  yet  responded  asking 
for  their  participation  and  responses;  (3)  and  a small  group 
of  persons  be  asked  to  prepare  a preliminary  survey  which  would 
facilitate  the  June  consultation  in  its  work. 

It  is  with  gratitude  and  joy  that  the  Core  Group  accepts 
the  invitation  of  the  churches  in  the  Canton  of  Vaud,  Switzerland, 
to  prepare  for  a meeting  which  will  evaluate  the  responses  of 
the  churches  to  the  agreed  statements  in  One  Baptism,  One 
Eucharist  and  a Mutually  Recognized  Ministry.  It  was  in  1927 
that  the  First  World  Conference  of  Faith  and  Order  met  in 
Lausanne  to  discuss  ways  to  advance  the  unity  of  the  Church  in 
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response  to  the  prayer  of  our  Lord  "that  all  may  be  one  . ..". 
And  so,  it  is  most  appropriate  in  the  50th  anniversary  year 
of  the  Faith  and  Order  movement  that  we  return  to  Lausanne  to 
celebrate  the  achievements  of  these  years  and  to  look  forward 
to  greater  advances  in  the  years  to  come. 

Resolution  III 


The  Core  Group  endorsed  the  draft  "Let  us  pray  for 
each  other",  a proposal  outlining  a method  of  developing  in- 
formed mutual  intercession  among  the  member  churches  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches.  We  would  encourage  the  Faith  and 
Order  Secretariat  to  continue  work  on  the  implications  and 
realization  of  the  proposal  along  the  lines  set  forth.  Especi- 
ally, we  urge  further  contact  with  the  Apostolatus  Orationis 
in  Rome  in  collaborative  efforts  in  developing  the  prayer 
cycle . 


In  our  discussion  four  suggestions  were  made  to  the 
Secretariat  as  it  works  out  this  proposal:  (l)  a review  of 
present  practices  and  publications  of  prayer  cycles  already 
within  churches  should  be  undertaken;  (2)  include  formulations 
of  prayers  as  illustrative  materials  for  use  in  the  congregat ions 
(3)  to  seek  counsel  from  the  national  churches  in  making  the 
information  as  explicit  as  possible;  and  (4)  if  at  all  possible, 
the  publication  of  the  prayer  calendar  should  coincide  with 
Pentecost  Sunday,  1977. 

Resolution  IV 


In  reflecting  upon  the  aim  which  is  set  forth  in  the 
newly  adopted  Con st i tu t ion  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
"To  call  the  churches  to  the  goal  of  visible  unity",  we  wish 
to  express  our  hope  that  this  aim  will  not  be  seen  as  a function 
of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  alone,  but  rather  a concern 
which  underlies  and  will  penetrate  the  work  and  programme  of 
each  sub-unit  within  the  World  Council  of  Churches.  The 
question  of  the  unity  of  the  Church  is  a question  for  the  whole 
of  the  World  Council  of  Churches.  A concerted  and  deliberate 
effort  appears  to  be  required  so  that  the  fellowship  experienced 
within  the  World  Council  of  Churches  itself  will  reflect,  enable 
and  promote  true  conciliar  fellowship. 


4 . Further  Proposals 

In  following  up  the  conspectus  produced  in  Accra  1974 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission,  five  proposals 
received  the  endorsement  of  the  Core  Group  to  be  continued 
and/or  initiated  in  the  period  ahead: 

A.  How  does  the  Church  teach  authoritatively  today? 

B.  Church  Law 
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c. 

D. 

E. 


The  Authority  of  the  Bible 
Worship 

Dissertations  on  ecumenical  subjects 


A. 


How  does  the  Church  teach  authoritatively  today? 


After  a lengthy  discussion  about  the  paper  which  had 


been  prepared  by  a small  consultation  called  by  the  Faith 
and  Order  Secretariat  in  February  1976,  it  was  agreed  to 
recommend  the  following  process  for  the  continuation  of  the 
study  on  "How  does  the  Church  teach  authoritatively  today?"  : 


1)  The  working  paper  and  the  articles  by  individual 
theologians  should  be  edited  and  made  available  in 
mimeographed  form;  the  possibility  of  publication  should 
be  explored. 

2)  This  publication  should  be  sent  to  existing  groups 
which  are  presently  working  on  this  issue  as  well  as 
to  situations  where  the  issue  is  likely  to  become 
important  as  churches  begin  to  act,  speak  and  decide 
together  ecumenically. 

3)  Attempts  should  be  made  to  get  comments  and  reactions 
from  groups  and  churches  to  this  study  material  which 
would  help  to  clarify  the  problem  of  authoritative 
teaching  today;  and 

4)  The  Faith  and  Order  Secretariat  should  prepare  for 
a small  consultation  in  Autumn  of  1977  which  would 
bring  together  individuals  involved  in  the  various 
groups  around  the  world  to  reflect  together  on  the 
development  of  the  study,  answering  the  question,  what 
the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  says  about  or  to  this 
issue  at  this  time  in  the  ecumenical  movement?  The 
small  consultation  should  aim  at  preparing  a paper 
which  would  be  specifically  addressed  to  the  churches, 
outlining  the  major  issues  and  challenges  that  are 
seen  to  be  of  primary  importance  in  describing  ecumeni- 
cal problems  of  teaching  authoritatively  today. 


Church  Law 


B. 


At  its  meeting  in  Accra,  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission 


identified  the  issue  of  "Church  Law",  especially  the  concern 
of  "Church-State  relations",  as  a major  concern  to  be  pursued 
in  the  period  ahead.  The  Core  Group  received  with  appreciation 
the  information  that  the  papers  arising  from  the  Accra  meeting, 
which  deal  specifically  with  the  issue  of  church  constitutions, 
will  soon  be  published  in  a volume  of  the  Jurist ; it  also 
welcomed  the  plans  for  a consultation  prepared  jointly  by  Faith 
and  Order  and  the  Ecumenical  Institute  of  Bossey  on  Church- 
State  . relations  , to  be  held  in  August  1976.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Standing  Commission  will  be  able  to 
make  specific  proposals  arising  out  of  this  survey  and  review. 
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C.  The  Authority  of  the  Bible 

History  of  the  project 

1)  At  the  meeting  in  Louvain  in  1971  it  was  recommended 
that  the  study  on  the  Authority  of  the  Bible  should  be  con- 
tinued in  particular  in  the  subject  of  the  relationship  between 
the  Old  Testament  and  the  New  Testament. 

2)  On  the  request  of  the  Secretariat  of  Faith  and 
Order  a group  was  set  up  in  the  Netherlands  to  discuss  the 
problem.  The  group  included  experts  in  the  fields  of  Old 
Testament,  New  Testament  and  Systematics.  After  six  meetings, 
this  group  produced  the  paper  "The  Relation  between  Old  and 
New  Testaments"  (FO/76:3). 

3)  The  paper  was  discussed  by  the  Working  Committee  at 
Zagorsk  in  1973.  A further  discussion  took  place  at  one  of 
the  hearings  at  the  meeting  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission 
at  Accra  in  1974.  Here  it  found  considerable  support  and  a 
recommendation  was  made  by  those  present  at  the  hearing  that 
the  study  should  be  continued  and  that,  in  particular,  response 
should  be  elicited  from  other  parts  of  the  world  than  the  west. 
This  recommendation  found  its  place  in  the  conspectus  of  studies 
contained  in  the  Minutes  of  Accra,  Faith  and  Order  Paper  No.  71» 
p.  90. 


4)  Since  Accra,  several  reactions  have  been  received 
and  a group  in  England  has  met  and  submitted  a paper  on  the 
subject. 


5)  During  the  meeting  of  the  Core  Group  here  in  Rome 
it  has  become  clear  that  not  only  is  the  English  group  willing 
to  continue  its  work  on  the  paper,  but  that  at  least  five  other 
groups  from  different  parts  of  the  world  are  anxious  to  parti- 
cipate : 

- Thailand,  led  by  Dr.  Kamol  Arayaprateep 

- Latin  America,  led  by  Dr.  Juan  Stam 

- Sri  Lanka,  led  by  Rev.  Wesley  Ariarajah 

- An  African  group  of  Roman  Catholic  theologians 

working  at  the  Institut  Biblique 

- Greece,  University  of  Athens. 

It  therefore  seems  that  there  is  wide  enough  interest  in  the 
subject  to  get  a significant  contribution  to  the  further  deve- 
lopment of  the  project. 

Proposals  for  the  next  steps 


l)  The  groups  mentioned  above  should  be  asked  to  send 
in  their  contributions  to  the  document  by  April  1977. 


2)  From  these  reactions,  a synopsis  will  be  made  by 
Dr.  Ellen  Flesseman- van  Leer  and  circulated  together  with  the 
individual  reports  to  the  convening  members  of  the  groups. 
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3)  Following  this,  it  is  proposed  to  convene  a small 
consultation  in  the  expectation  that  a first  draft  study  report 
on  the  authority  and  use  of  the  Old  Testament  and  its  relation 
to  New  Testament  can  be  offered  to  the  Standing  Commission  on 
their  meeting  in  1977* 

D.  Worship 


The  Faith  and  Order  Commission  has  always  had  worship 
as  one  of  its  major  concerns  and  areas  of  study.  At  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Commission  in  Accra  197^»  new  impulses  and  proposed 
areas  of  investigation  were  set  forth  in  the  conspectus  (see 
Minutes , p.  ll).  These  proposals  have  not  yet  been  fully  taken 
up  into  the  present  work  of  the  Secretariat  for  two  reasons: 

(l)  with  the  preparations  for  the  Fifth  Assembly  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  there  has  not  been  adequate  staff  available 
to  take  up  these  suggestions  in  a way  which  would  do  justice 
to  the  studies,  and  (2)  a special  workshop  had  been  designated 
for  the  Assembly’s  work  on  the  area  of  "Spirituality”,  and  many 
of  the  Accra  proposals  were  being  dealt  with  in  the  preparations 
for  the  workshop. 

It  is  clear,  however,  after  the  Nairobi  Assembly  that 
worship  remains  a central  concern  of  the  churches,  and  will 
need  to  be  a part  of  the  future  work  of  the  Faith  and  Order 
Commission.  At  this  time,  the  Core  Group  proposes:  (l)  that 
specific  attention  be  given  to  the  important  agreed  statements 
on  Baptism,  Eucharist  and  Ministry  which  had  been  prepared 
at  the  Accra  Commission  meeting  and  which  were  strongly  en- 
dorsed by  the  Fifth  Assembly  for  study  by  the  churches,  especi- 
ally in  light  of  their  liturgical  aspects  and  implications; 
therefore,  we  ask  that  the  text  One  Baptism,  One  Eucharist 
and  a Mutually  Recognized  Ministry  be  sent  to  liturigcal 
commissions  for  review  in  light  of  present  and  developing 
liturgical  practices  within  the  churches;  and  (2)  special 
attention  should  be  paid  to  seeing  how  the  Core  Groups  of 
other  programmes  and  sub-units  respond  to  the  report  cf  the 
Spirituality  Workshop  of  the  Assembly,  especially  noting  where 
and  how  the  issue  of  worship  is  dealt  with,  in  light  of  the 
general  development  of  this  theme  in  the  World  Council  of 
Churches;  and  (3)  a report  should  be  prepared  for  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Standing  Commission  setting  forth  specific 
programme  proposals  for  the  future. 

E.  Dissertations  on  Ecumenical  Subjects 


In  response  to  a suggestion  of  the  Faith  and  Order 
Secretariat,  Dr.  Ans  van  der  Bent,  the  Librarian  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  has  been  gathering  titles  of  dis- 
sertations which  have  been  written  by  doctoral  candidates  in 
the  area  of  ecumenical  studies.  To  accompany  this  list,  it 
was  suggested  that  a list  of  possible  subjects  for  disserta- 
tions should  be  drawn  up  which  could  be  distributed  to  theo- 
logical faculties  and  universities  as  suggested  topics  which 
could  be  taken  up  by  theological  students  in  the  future.  Such 
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a publication  would  be  an  aid  both  to  theological  schools  in 
having  a survey  of  available  material  as  well  as  to  the  ecu- 
menical movement  in  having  theological  studies  prepared  on 
issues  emerging  in  the  ecumenical  scene  today. 

The  Core  Group  encouraged  the  Secretariat  to  pursue 
the  proposal. 


5 • Proposed  Timetable 

In  order  to  give  a brief  overview  of  the  work  set 
forth  in  this  conspectus  of  studies  and  programme,  the  follow- 
ing timetable  outlines  the  major  meetings  and  consultations 
which  have  been  proposed.  It  should  first  be  noted  that  the 
regular  interval  for  meetings  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission 
is  a three-year  period;  this  would  mean  that  the  next  meeting 
should  take  place  in  1977.  However,  the  Core  Group  is  pro- 
posing that  this  should  be  postponed  for  one  year,  with  the 
next  Commission  meeting  to  take  place  in  the  summer  of  1978, 


A. 


B. 


Giving  Account  of  the  Hope 


1976:  - Gathering  of  further  materials  from  existing 
groups  and  collecting  statements  produced  in 
particular  situations. 

- Stimulating  new  groups  to  begin  work  on  the 
theme,  with  specific  attention  given  to  churche 
to  become  engaged  in  the  process. 

- Publication  of  a Newsletter  for  distribution 
to  groups  and  churches. 


1977 : - Participation  in  the  CCA  Conference  on  "Suffer- 
ing and  Hope". 

- Possible  consultation  in  Latin  America  on  the 
theme . 

- Autumn,  small  group  to  prepare  preparatory 
paper  for  the  meeting  of  the  Plenary  Commission 

1978:  - Meeting  of  the  Plenary  Commission,  where 

"Giving  Account"  will  be  the  major  theme  of 
discussion.  The  major  question  to  be  examined: 
Is  there  a way  churches  can  express  their  faith 
in  Jesus  Christ  together? 


Unity  of  the  Church  - Unity  of  Humankind 


In  light  of  the  collaborative  method  which  is  develop- 
ing between  Faith  and  Order  and  other  programmes  within  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  it  is  difficult  to  propose  exact 
dates  for  stages  in  the  studies  which  are  being  pursued  in  this 
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area.  It  should  be  noted  that  three  collaborative  efforts  are 
now  underway  and  will  continue  in  the  period  up  to  the  next 
Commission  meeting: 


(1)  Collaboration  with  the  Programme  to  Combat  Racism 
in  the  study  "Racism  in  Theology  and  Theology 
Against  Racism". 

(2)  Collaboration  with  the  sub-unit  on  the  Dialogue 
with  People  of  other  Living  Faiths  and  Ideologies. 

(3)  Collaboration  with  the  sub-unit  on  Women  in  Church 
and  Society  in  the  study  "The  Community  of  Women 
and  Men  in  the  Church". 


Other  proposals  relating  to  this  study  on  Unity  of 
Church  - Unity  of  Humankind  suggest  the  following  timetable: 

1976:  - Fall  publication  of  the  comprehensive  docu- 
mentary report  on  the  previous  stages  of  the 
study,  with  reactions  from  individuals  to  this 
report . 

- Fall  preparation  of  the  visual  materials  using 
the  children’s  paintings  on  the  theme. 

1977 • - Winter,  publication  of  the  articles  on  the  issue 
of  the  handicapped  in  the  Church. 


1977  or  spring  1978:  Possible  consultation  on 

"Community  of  Women  and  Men  in  the  Church". 


c. 

Unity 

of  the  Church 

1.  Clarifying  the  concept  of  conciliar  fellowship 

1976: 

- Gathering  of  reports  on  the  local  experience 

in  unity  in  relation  to  the  concept  of  conciliar 
fellowship. 

1977: 

- Spring,  small  consultation  to  give  further 
content  and  clarity  to  issues  arising  out  of 
Section  II;  preparation  of  a document  for  the 
Standing  Commission. 

- Summer,  Standing  Commission  meeting;  the  primary 
focus  of  this  meeting  would  be  on  the  theme  of 
conciliar  fellowship 

2 . Baptism,  Eucharist,  Ministry 

1976:  - Initiating  process  to  ensure  balance  of  responses 
from  different  confessions  and  regions. 

- Receiving  of  reactions  from  member  churches. 

1977  * - Spring,  preliminary  evaluation  of  responses 
received  and  preparing  paper  for  larger  con- 
sultation which  surveys  and  interprets  the 
reactions  and  their  implications  for  the  advance- 
ment towards  unity. 
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D. 


- June,  consultation  to  evaluate  responses,  and 
preparation  of  statement  addressed  to  next 
meeting  of  Central  Committee. 

3 • Bilateral  conversations  and  World  Confessional 
Families  (wCFs) 

1976:  - May,  participation  in  Annual  Meeting  of 

Secretaries  of  WCFs. 

1977:  - Spring,  Forum  on  bilaterals  (see  Resolution  i). 

4.  Developing  Prayer  Calendar 

1976:  - Continue  to  work  on  developing  proposal  as  out- 
lined in  paper  "Let  us  Pray  for  Each  Other". 

1977:  - Pentecost,  publication  of  prayer  calendar  for 
distribution  to  churches. 


5.  Continuing  involvement  in  area  of  Church  Union 


1976: 


1977: 


May,  conversation  between  Roman  Catholic  Church 
and  United  Churches 

June,  publication  of  Church  Union  Survey  in 
The  Ecumenical  Review. 

June,  Lutheran-Reformed  Conversations  in  Europe, 
meeting  in  Sweden. 

August,  Consultation  at  Bossey  on  Church-State 
Relations . 

October,  publication  of  Ecumenical  Exercise  IV 
in  The  Ecumenical  Review,  as  a series  which 
describes  non-member  churches,  their  history, 
doctrines  and  major  beliefs  and  practices. 

June,  meeting  of  Continuation  Committee  of 
United  Churches  to  conclude  their  work  arising 
out  of  the  consultation  of  United  Churches 
held  in  Toronto,  1975* 


Teaching  Authority 

1976:  - Contact  and'  stimulating  of  groups  to  study  the 
draft  text,  "How  does  the  Church  teach  autho- 
ritatively today?" 

- Autumn,  small  consultation  to  review  responses 
and  work  on  the  theme;  preparation  of  draft 
statement  for  Plenary  Commission  meeting, 

1978. 


1977: 
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IX.  DECISIONS  OF  THE  CENTRAL  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  WCC 


Under  the  guidance  of  the  Nairobi  Assembly's  actions 
and  the  Review  Committee's  Report,  the  Unit  on  Faith  and 
Witness  has  reviewed  and  reshaped  the  major  concerns  and 
programmes  of  its  various  core  groups. 

Each  of  these  basic  concerns  and  perspectives  embodies 
in  different  ways  the  major  thrusts  and  operational  emphases 
of  the  Review  Committee's  Report.  These  basic  concerns  and 
perspectives  of  Unit  I are: 

a)  the  common  confession  and  communication  of  the 
Church's  faith; 

b)  the  unity  of  the  Church; 

c)  the  missionary  calling  of  the  Church; 

d)  dialogue  in  community; 

e)  a just,  participatory  and  sustainable  society; 

f)  renewal  of  theological  education. 

These  basic  concerns  and  perspectives  are  common  to 
all  sub-units  in  Unit  I,  and  rightly  require  common  reflection, 
common  planning,  close  collaboration,  and  a shared  communi- 
cation of  results.  Though  primary  responsibility  for  each 
rests  with  one  sub-unit,  the  participation  of  other  sub-units 
must  become  visible.  In  order  to  achieve  a closer  collabora- 
tion, the  Unit  Committee  makes  the  following  recommendations: 

a)  In  each  of  the  coming  years,  a major  consultation 
or  conference  organized  by  one  of  the  sub-units 
should  provide  the  focus  of  interest  for  the  whole 
Unit.  Primary  responsibility  would  rest  with  the 
sub-unit,  but  the  other  sub-units  would  participate 
in  both  preparation  and  realization. 

b)  The  following  series  of  meetings  is  envisaged  as 
the  Unit  emphases  for  the  coming  years : 

1977  consultation  on  the  nature  and  purpose  of 
Dialogue  in  Community. 

1978  Meeting  of  Faith  and  Order  Plenary  Commission 
with  special  emphases  on  the  Account  of  Hope  and 
the  Unity  of  the  Church. 

1979  Church  and  Society  Conference  on  a Just, 
Participatory  and  Sustainable  Society. 

1980  CWME  Assembly  and  Missiological  Conference. 

These  meetings  would  offer  an  opportunity  to  give 
focus  to  the  Unit's  efforts  at  communication. 
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c)  In  coming  Unit  meetings,  the  Unit  Committee  will 
reserve  special  time  for  a thorough  discussion  of 
the  results  of  these  conferences,  year  by  year, 
thus  accepting,  in  effect,  a special  focus  for 
each  Unit  Committee  meeting. 

d)  The  Unit  Committee  suggests  that  the  theme  "Mission 
and  Evangelism”  be  chosen  as  the  main  theme  of  the 
Central  Committee  in  1977* 


Heport  on  the  Sub-Unit  on  Faith  and  Order 


In  shaping  these  recommendations,  we  have  been  helped 
by  the  recommendations  of  several  Sections  of  the  Nairobi 
Assembly,  especially  Sections  I and  II,  by  the  recommendations 
of  the  Faith  and  Order  Core  Group,  and  especially  by  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Review  Committee  concerning  priorities  to  be 
observed  in  the  coming  years.  We  are  grateful  to  be  reassured 
by  members  of  the  Review  Committee  that  its  recommendations 
for  Faith  and  Order  presuppose  continued  work  related  to  its 
central  task,  namely:  "...  to  proclaim  the  oneness  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  and  to  call  the  churches  to  the  goal 
of  visible  unity  in  one  faith  and  one  eucharistic  fellowship, 
expressed  in  worship  and  in  common  life  in  Christ,  in  order 
that  the  world  may  believe”.  In  that  understanding,  we  pro- 
pose the  following: 


1.  The  study  on  "Giving  Account  of  the  Hope  Within  Us" 


For  some  years  the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order  has 
been  engaged  in  this  study.  It  is  an  attempt  to  seek  together 
a fresh  articulation  of  the  faith  and  hope  of  the  Church. 

This  work  should  be  continued.  Its  results  should  be  made 
a principal  focus  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  meeting 
in  1978. 

2.  "How  Does  the  Church  Teach  Authoritatively  Today?" 


This  study,  already  well  defined  end  begun,  should  be 
continued  as  planned,  with  the  provision  that  a small  con- 
sultation in  Autumn  1977  be  asked  to  evaluate  the  reactions 
to  this  study  and  to  assess  its  significance  for  the  studies 
"Giving  Account"  and  "Conciliar  Fellowship";  that  the  Commis- 
sion meeting  in  1978  be  asked  to  consider  its  relation  to 
both  these  studies. 

3.  The  Unity  of  the  Church  - Studies  and  Activities 

Recalling  especially  the  recommendations  of  Section  II, 
we  propose: 
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A.  That  the  Commission  should  continue  to  clarify  the 
vision  of  conciliar  fellowship.  In  this  context, 
special  attention  needs  to  be  given  to  the  nature 
of  the  "local  church".  This  study  should  be  the 
primary  focus  of  the  first  meeting  of  the  Standing 
Commission  in  1977»  and  a major  focus  of  the  meeting 
of  the  Plenary  Commission  in  1978. 

B.  The  churches  have  been  asked  to  respond  to  the  con- 
sensus statements  in  One  Baptism,  One  Eucharist 

and  a Mutually  Recognized  Ministry  by  December  31st, 
1976 . The  plans  to  appraise  these  responses  in 
a small  consultation  in  connection  with  the  semi- 
centennial of  the  Lausanne  Conference  of  1927  should 
be  carried  out.  The  Central  Committee  is  asked  to 
give  place  for  a substantial  discussion  of  this 
appraisal  and  its  significance  for  the  member 
churches  at  its  next  meeting. 

C.  It  is  expected  that  the  regular  Faith  and  Order 
relationships  with  other  aspects  and  instruments 
of  the  ecumenical  movement  should  continue  to  be 
shaped  in  the  light  of  the  recommendations  of 
Section  II  of  Nairobi.,  These  include,  among  others, 
the  Joint  Working  Group,  contacts  with  non-member 
churches,  with  Union  Negotiations  and  United 
Churches  and  with  the  Secretaries  of  the  World 
Confessional  Families. 

D.  Faith  and  Order's  regular  role  in  the  preparations 
for  the  Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian  Unity  should 
continue.  The  proposals  about  developing  a 
Calendar  of  Intercessions  or  Prayer  Cycle,  especi- 
ally in  further  contacts  with  the  Apostolatus 
Orationis  in  Rome,  should  be  endorsed. 

4.  Unity  of  the  Church  - Unity  of  Humankind 


This  study,  instituted  in  1969*  is  still  proving  to  be 
unusually  fruitful  in  helping  further  to  clarify  the  relation- 
ship of  the  Church,  as  a sign  of  Christ's  presence  in  the  world, 
to  the  whole  of  humankind.  The  present  phase  places  large 
emphasis  on  collaborative  work  with  other  sub-units  in  speci- 
fic areas,  e.g.  theology  and  racism,  dialogue  and  ideologies, 
the  disabled. 

The  Committee  endorses  the  recommendation  of  the  Review 
Committee  that  the  study  on  the  Community  of  Women  and  Men 
in  the  Church  should  proceed  as  a joint  venture  of  Faith  and 
Order  and  the  sub-unit  on  Women.  We  see  this  as  a project 
combining  theological  study  with  reflection  at  various  levels 
of  church  life,  leading  to  change. 

a)  The  Committee  recommends  that  a women  study  secre- 
tary, who  is  theologically  competent,  aware  of 
sociological  issues,  an  advocate  of  women's  concerns 
and  able  to  work  with  people  of  various  cultures, 
be  appointed  by  Faith  and  Order  with  the  concurrence 
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of  the  sub-unit  on  Women,  for  work  exclusively  on 
this  project.  She  will  be  accountable  for  this 
work  to  the  Project  Committee  (see  below).  The 
appointment  should  be  funded  preferably  by  designated 
funds  or,  failing  that,  by  secondment. 

b)  The  Committee  recommends  that  a Project  Committee, 
consisting  of  the  Study  Secretary,  the  Director  of 
Faith  and  Order,  the  Director  of  the  sub-unit  on 
Women,  and  two  or  three  persons  from  each  of  the 
Faith  and  Order  Commission  and  the  Working  Group  for 
the  sub-unit  on  Women  be  appointed  to  develop  and 
direct  the  whole  project,  including  a consultation 
in  1978.  The  Moderator  of  the  Project  Committee, 
taking  note  of  the  recommendations  of  the  two  Core 
Groups,  should  decide  the  job  description  of. the 
Study  Secretary,  draw  up  guidelines  for  the  project, 
including  the  methodology  and  the  issues  to  be 
studied,  review  progress,  reporting  to  both  sub-units 
and  to  the  Central  Committee,  and  control  the  pro- 
ject budget.  The  Faith  and  Order  Commission  and 

the  Working  Group  for  the  sub-unit  on  Women  should 
each  exercise  an  advisory  role  to  the  Project  Com- 
mittee. 

c)  The  Committee  also  envisages  a staff  task  force  to 
relate  the  project  to  other  units,  sub-units  and 
other  bodies. 

5.  Later  Studies 


We  note  and  accept  the  Review  Committee's  proposal  that 
new  studies  on  church  law  and  on  the  authority  of  the  Bible 
should  not  be  commenced  before  1979. 

In  conclusion,  we  note  that  the  major  event  in  the 
coming  period  will  be  the  meeting  of  the  Plenary  Commission 
in  1978,  the  major  meeting  of  Unit  I for  that  year,  and  that 
its  central  themes  will  be  the  Account  of  Hope  study  and  the 
studies  on  the  Unity  of  the  Church.  It  is  earnestly  hoped 
that  the  Standing  Commission  can  meet  in  1977*  with  the  theme 
of  conciliar  fellowship  as  its  major  focus. 
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III.  FAITH  AND  ORDER  PUBLICATIONS 


Faith  and  Order  Papers 

F/O  Paper  No.  59-  Faith  and  Order  Louvain  1971 

This  volume  contains  the  principle  study  reports  and 
main  addresses  of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  meeting 
in  Louvain  1971.  Included  are  reports  on  "The  Authority 
of  the  Bible",  "Beyond  Intercommunion",  "The  Ordained 
Ministry"  and  "Catholicity  and  Common  Witness". 

(Available  in  English,  French,  German,  Italian) 

PRICE:  SFr  22.80 

F/O  Paper  No.  69:  What  Kind  of  Unity? 

This  volume  contains  a collection  of  essays  prepared 
for  the  Salamanca  conference  discussing  the  question 
of  the  unity  of  the  Church  from  different  confessional 
traditions  and  cultural  backgrounds.  It  also  includes 
the  report  of  the  consultation,  "The  Unity  of  the  Church 
Next  Steps". 

(Available  in  English,  German,  Spanish) 

PRICE:  SFr  8.50 

F/O  Paper  No.  70-  Councils,  Conciliarity  and  the  Genuinely 
Universal  Council 


A document  prepared  by  an  ecumenical  group  in  the 
Federal  Republic  of  Germany  which  sets  out  the  nature 
of  the  conciliar  fellowship  as  it  is  related  to  the 
ecumenical  movement  today. 

(Available  in  English,  German) 

PRICE:  SFr  3.00 

F/O  Paper  No.  72:  Uniting  in  Hope,  Accra  1974 

This  volume  brings  together  the  major  reports  and  docu- 
ments of  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  meeting  in  Accra, 
Ghana,  1974.  The  two  main  themes  of  the  meeting  were 
"Giving  Account  of  the  Hope  that  is  within  us"  and  the 
"Unity  of  the  Church".  Also  included  are  the  major 
addresses  and  sermons  delivered  at  the  Commission  meeting 

(Available  in  English,  French,  German) 

PRICE:  SFr  14.90 

Giving  Account  of  the  Hope 

This  paper  is  an  off-print  of  Uniting  in  Hope  and  pre- 
sents the  report  of  the  Accra  discussions  on  "Giving 
Account  of  the  Hope  that  is  within  us". 

(Available  in  English,  German) 

PRICE:  SR-  4.^0 
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f/0  Paper  No,  73»  One  Baptism,  One  Eucharist  and  a Mutually 
Recognized  Ministry 

The  three  agreed  statements  presented  in  this  volume 
represent  the  results  of  a study  process  within  the 
Faith  and  Order  Commission  which  has  extended  over  a 
period  of  years.  They  were  sent  to  the  member  churches 
of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  for  reaction  and 
response. 

(Available  in  English,  French,  German,  Spanish,  Portuguese, 
Italian,  Dutch) 

PRICE:  SFr  5.90 

f/0  Paper  No.  7^-  Confessions  in  Dialogue  (Third,  revised 
edition ) 

This  volume  contains  a complete  survey  of  bilateral 
conversations  which  have  taken  place  between  communions 
or  confessional  families  during  the  past  fifteen  years. 

It  includes  both  a description  of  the  many  conversations 
as  well  as  some  critical  analysis  of  the  place  of 
bilaterals  within  the  whole  ecumenical  movement. 

(Available  in  English  only) 

PRICE:  SFr  12.50 

F/0  Paper  No.  75«  How  Can  Unity  Be  Achieved? 

Five  case-studies  on  the  state  of  the  Unity  of  the 
Church  in  Ghana,  Korea,  Rumania,  Switzerland  and 
Uruguay. 

(Available  in  English  only) 

PRICE:  SFr  2.50 

F/0  Paper  No.  7 6 : The  Orthodox  Church  and  the  Churches  of  the 
Reformation 


This  volume  contains  a survey  of  the  Or thodox-Prot estant 
dialogues,  and  includes  an  account  of  the  eight  dialogues 
as  well  as  a synoptic  analysis  and  evaluation. 

(Available  in  English  only) 

PRICE:  SFr  5.90 

F/0  Paper  No.  77 • What  Unity  Requires 

This  booklet  contains  the  preparatory  papers,  major 
addresses  and  the  report  of  Section  II  of  the  Nairobi 
Assembly  on  the  unity  of  the  Church. 

(Available  in  English,  French) 

PRICE:  SFr  3.90 
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F/O  Paper  No.  J8 : Church  Union  Survey  1973-1973 

This  survey  of  church  union  negotiations,  prepared 
every  two  years  by  the  Faith  and  Order  Secretariat, 
includes  reports  from  thirty-six  union  negotiations 
currently  taking  place  in  twenty-six  countries  around 
the  world. 

(Available  in  English  only) 

PRICE:  SFr  2.50 

F/O  Paper  No.  79:  Ecumenical  Exercise  IV 

This  series,  Ecumenical  Exercise,  includes  descriptions 
of  churches  and  movements  which  are  not  members  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  in  order  to  share  information 
and  to  widen  the  ecumenical  fellowship.  Described  here 
are  the  Wesleyan  Church,  the  Christ  Apostolic  Church 
and  the  Mennonites. 

(Available  in  English  only) 

PRICE:  SFr  5.00 

F/O  Paper  No.  80 : For  the  Years  Ahead 

A booklet  which  contains  the  programme  of  the  Commission 
on  Faith  and  Order  after  the  Fifth  Assembly  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches,  also  including  a list  of 
the  members  of  the  newly  constituted  Commission. 

(Available  in  English  only) 

PRICE:  SFr  2.50 

F/O  Paper  No.  81 : Giving  Account  of  the  Hope 

This  small  volume  contains  several  accounts  of  hope 
from  churches  and  Christian  groups  in  various  parts 
of  the  world  which  are  part  of  the  Faith  and  Order 
study  "Giving  Account  of  the  Hope  that  is  within  us". 

(Available  in  English  only) 

PRICE:  SFr  6.50 


Other  Publications 

"Giving  Account  of  the  Hope  that  is  within  us" 

- Study  En counter,  Vo 1 . IV,  3 > 1973 : An  Exploratory 

Conver sat  ion 


A lively  conversation  on  this  theme  took  place  in  Bangkok 
in  1973  as  a group  of  fifteen  theologians  from  different 
continents  and  cultural  backgrounds  discussed  together 
the  question  "Who  is  Jesus  Christ  for  you?" 

(Available  in  English  only) 

PRICE:  SFr  6.50 
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- Study  Encounter,  Vol.  XI,  2,  1975:  Giving  Account  of 
Hope  and  Salvation 

In  preparation  for  the  Nairobi  Assembly's  discussion  on 
"Confessing  Christ  Today",  Faith  and  Order  and  the 
Commission  on  World  Mission  and  Evangelism  prepared 
this  series  of  reports  on  the  theme  of  hope  and 
salvation. 

(Available  in  English  only) 

PRICE:  SFr  6.50 

- Study  Encounter,  Vol.  XII,  1-2,  1976 : Giving  Account 

of  the  Hope  in  These  Testing  Times 

This  volume  presents  various  accounts  of  hope  which 
arise  out  of  the  "testing  times"  in  which  most  Christians 
find  themselves  today.  Reports  from  the  United  States, 
Germany,  Japan,  Korea  and  Taiwan, 

(Available  in  English  only) 

PRICE:  SFr  6.50 


"Unity  of  the  Church  - Unity  of  Humankind" 

- The  Community  of  Women  and  Men  in  the  Church 

A working  paper,  prepared  jointly  by  the  Faith  and 
Order  Secretariat  and  the  Women  s Desk  of  the  World 
Council,  which  proposes  a theological  study  of  the 
community  of  women  and  men  in  the  Church  and  which  out- 
lines major  issues  for  church  renewal  and  unity. 

(Available  in  English,  French,  German) 

PRICE:  SFr  1.00 

- Racism  in  Theology  and  Theology  Against  Racism 

This  report  is  the  outcome  of  a consultation  jointly 
organized  by  the  Faith  and  Order  Secretariat  and  the 
Programme  to  Combat  Racism;  it  is  hoped  that  this  report 
will  enable  individuals  and  churches  to  understand  the 
deep  roots  of  racism. 

(Available  in  English  only) 

PRICE:  SFr  1.50 

- Science  and  Faith  - Anticipation  No.  22 

This  volume  of  "Anticipation",  a regular  publication  of 
the  Church  and  Society  sub-unit  of  the  World  Council, 
includes  the  report  of  the  joint  consultation  on 
"The  Christian  Faith  and  the  Changing  Face  of  Science 
and  Technology",  held  in  Mexico  City,  1975. 

(Available  in  English  only) 

PRICE:  SFr  3.00 
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Orthodox  Contributions  to  Nairobi 


This  booklet  contains  a series  of  papers  which  had  been 
prepared  by  consultations  of  Orthodox  theologians  on 
the  various  main  topics  of  discussions  during  the 
Nairobi  Assembly:  Salvation  in  Orthodox  Theology, 
Confessing  Christ  Today,  The  Struggle  for  Justice  and 
the  Unity  of  the  Church,  and  a report  on  Education  in 
Orthodox  Churches. 

(Available  in  English  only) 

PRICE:  SFr  2.00 

Doing  Theology  Today 

This  book  contains  a series  of  lectures  which  were 
given  at  a consultation  jointly  organized  by  the  Faith 
and  Order  Secretariat  and  the  Ecumenical  Institute  of 
Bossey.  Authors:  Bernard  Cooke,  Paul  Minear,  Nikos 
Nissiotis,  Gerhard  Sauter,  Choan-Seng  Song. 

(Available  in  English,  German) 
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IV.  MEMBERS  OF  THE  FAITH  AND  ORDER  COMMISSION 

(*  denotes  members  of  the  Standing  Commission) 

Metropolitan  Alexis  ABDEL-KARIM  (Greek  Orthodox  Patriarchate 
of  Antioch),  Syria 

Archbishop  Shahe  AJAMIAN  (Armenian  Patriarchate  in  Jerusalem) , 
Jerusalem  Old  City 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  AMIRTHAM  (Church  of  South  India),  India 
*Dr.  Kamol  ARAYAPRATEEP  (Evangelical),  Thailand 

The  Rev.  Fr.  Cyrille  ARGENTI  (Ecumenical  Patriarchate  of 
Constantinople),  France 

*The  Rev.  S.  Wesley  ARIARAJAH  (Methodist  Church),  Sri  Lanka 
*Prof.  Ivar  ASHEIM  (Church  of  Norway),  Norway 

^Metropolitan  BARTHOLOMEW  (Ecumenical  Patriarchate  of  Constan- 
tinople), Turkey 

Dr,  Robert  W.  BERTRAM  (Lutheran  Church-Mi ssouri  Synod),  USA 

The  Rev.  Plutarco  BONILLA  (Methodist  Church),  Costa  Rica 
^Protopresbyter  Vitaly  BOROVOY  (Russian  Orthodox  Church), USSR 

Prof.  Raymond  E.  BROWN  (Roman  Catholic  Church),  USA 

Prof.  Robert  McAfee  BROWN  (United  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
USA),  USA 

The  Rev.  Albert  To  BURUA  (United  Church  of  Papua  New  Guinea), 

Papua  New  Guinea 

Dr.  Manas  BUTHELEZI  (Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  South  Africa), 
South  Africa 

Prof.  James  H.  CONE  (African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church), 

USA 

The  Rev.  Martin  CRESSEY  (United  Reformed  Church),  England 

*The  Rev.  Dr.  Paul  A.  CROW,  Jr.  (Christian  Church  - Disciples  of 
Christ),  USA 

The  Rev.  Joel  Ishwar  DASS  (Church  of  Pakistan),  Pakistan 

The  Rev.  Herbert  DAUGHTRY  (Pentecostal  Church),  USA 

Dr.  Raoul  DEDEREN  (Seventh  Day  Adventist  Church),  USA 
*Prof . John  DESCHNER  (United  Methodist  Church),  USA 

Prof.  Kwesi  A.  DICKSON  (Methodist  Church),  Ghana 

The  Rev.  Fr.  B.-D.  DUPUY  (Roman  Catholic  Church),  France 

Dr.  Ellen  FLESSEMAN- VAN  LEER  (Netherlands  Reformed  Church), 
Netherlands 

The  Rev.  John  G.  GATU  (Presbyterian  Church  of  East  Africa), 

Kenya 

<1 
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Bishop  GREGORIUS  (Coptic  Orthodox  Church),  Egypt 
Bishop  Kirill  GUNDIAYEV  (Russian  Orthodox  Church),  USSR 
Dr.  Adolfo  HAM  ( Pr esby t erian-Reforraed  Church),  Cuba 
The  Rev.  Fr.  Michel  HAYEK  (Roman  Catholic  Church),  France 
Prof.  E.  Glenn  HINSON  (Southern  Baptist  Convention),  USA 

Rektor  Christoph  HINZ  (Federation  of  Evangelical  Churches  in 
the  DDR:  Lutheran),  DDR 

*The  Rev.  Fr.  Thomas  HOPKO  (Orthodox  Church  in  America),  USA 
Mrs  Jean  JACKSON  (Episcopal  Church),  USA 
Miss  Annie  JAUBERT  (Roman  Catholic  Church),  France 
Prof.  Istvan  JUHASZ  (Reformed  Church  in  Rumania),  Rumania 
Prof.  Dr.  Walter  KASPER  (Roman  Catholic  Church),  FRG 
Fr.  Aram  KESHISHIAN  (Armenian  Apostolic  Church),  USA 

Dr.  Nelson  KIRST  (Evangelical  Church  of  the  Lutheran  Confession 
in  Brazil),  Brazil 

Prof.  Jean-Louis  KLEIN  (Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  France), 
France 

Dozent  Totu  KOEV  (Orthodox  Church  of  Bulgaria),  Bulgaria 
Prof.  Gerassimos  KONIDARIS  (Church  of  Greece),  Greece 

Prof.  Kosuke  KOYAMA  (United  Church  of  Christ  in  Japan),  New 
Zealand 

*Dr.  Ulrich  KUHN  (Federation  of  Evangelical  Churches  in  the 
DDR:  Lutheran),  DDR 

Bishop  Victor  LABBE  DIAZ  (Pentecostal  Church),  Chile 
*Dom  Emmanuel  LANNE  (Roman  Catholic  Church),  Belgium 
Prof.  William  H.  LAZARETH  (Lutheran  Church  in  America),  USA 
*Dr.  Bela  LESKO  (United  Lutheran  Church  in  Argentina),  Argentina 

*Prof.  Jan  Milic  LOCHMAN  (Swiss  Protestant  Church  Federation), 
Switzerland 

Prof.  Nicolas  LOSSKY  (Patriarchate  of  Moscow),  France 
*Miss  Florence  MAHONEY  (Methodist  Church),  Gambia 
*Abbe  Andre  MAMPILA  (Roman  Catholic  Church),  Zaire 
Dr.  Jacy  MARASCHIN  (Episcopal  Church),  Brazil 

The  Rev.  Martin  MBWANA  (The  Church  of  the  Province  of  East 
Africa),  Tanzania 

Prof.  Jose  MIGUEZ-BONINO  (Methodist  Church),  Argentina 

Dr.  Lazar  MILIN  (Serbian  Orthodox  Church),  Yugoslavia 

Dr.  Masamba  ma  MPOLO  (United  Church  of  Christ  in  Zaire),  Zaire 

Prof.  Jurgen  MOLTMANN  (Evangelical  Church  in  Germany:  Reformed), 
FRG 

Dr.  Emerito  NACPIL  (Methodist  Church),  Philippines 
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The  Rev.  Fr.  Virgilio  NETTO  (Roman  Catholic  Church),  Brazil 

♦Prof.  Nikos  A.  NISSIOTIS  (Church  of  Greece),  Greece 

♦The  Rev.  Seth  NOMENYO  (Evangelical  Church  of  Togo),  Togo 

Mrs  Mercy  ODUYOYE  (Methodist  Church),  Nigeria 

♦Prof.  Keiji  OGAWA  (United  Church  of  Christ  in  Japan),  Japan 

Metropolitan  Geevarghese  Mar  OSTHATHIOS  (Orthodox  Syrian  Church 
of  the  East),  India 

*Prof.  Wolfhart  PANNENBERG  (Evangelical  Church  in  Germany: 

Lu  t h eran ) , FRG 

Dr.  Jorge  PANTELIS  (Methodist  Church),  Bolivia 
Prof.  Martti  PARVI0(church  of  Finland),  Finland 
Prof.  Per  E.  PERSSON  (Church  of  Sweden),  Sweden 
♦Dr.  Karoly  PROHLE  (Lutheran  Church  in  Hungary),  Hungary 
The  Rev.  Ian  PITT-WATSON  (Church  of  Scotland),  Scotland 
♦Prof.  Dumitru  POPESCU  (Rumanian  Orthodox  Church),  Rumania 
♦The  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  POWERS  (United  Methodist  Church),  USA 
Prof.  Samuel  RAYAN  (Roman  Catholic  Church),  India 
Dr.  Paolo  RICCA  (Waldensian  Church),  Italy 

The  Rev.  Hugh  A. A.  ROSE  (United  Church  in  Canada),  Canada 
Dr.  Horace  0.  RUSSELL  (Jamaica  Baptist  Union),  Jamaica 

The  Most  Rev.  N.D.  Anando  Rao  SAMUEL  (Church  of  South  India), 

India 

Prof.  V.C.  SAMUEL  (Orthodox  Syrian  Church  in  the  East),  Ethiopia 
Prof.  Luigi  SARTORI  (Roman  Catholic  Church),  Italy 
Dr.  Gabriel  SETILOANE  (Methodist  Church),  Botswana 
Dr.  Philip  SHEN  (Anglican  Church),  Hong  Kong 

The  Rev.  W.J.B.  SIDJABAT  (Lutheran  Church  in  Indonesia),  Indonesia 
The  Rev.  Kelly  Miller  SMITH  (American  Baptist  Convention),  USA 
Prof.  Josef  SMOLIK  (Evangelical  Church  of  Czech  Brethren),  CSSR 
♦The  Rev.  Ardi  SOEJATNO  (Reformed  Church  in  Indonesia),  Indonesia 
♦Dr.  Juan  STAM  (Evangelical  Church),  Costa  Rica 

Dean  Nam  Dong  SUH  (Presbyterian  Church  of  the  Republic  of  Korea), 
Korea 

♦Mrs  Mary  TANNER  (Church  of  England),  England 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Maxwell  THOMAS  (The  Church  of  England  in  Australia), 
Australia 

♦The  Rev.  Fr.  Jean  M.R.  TILLARD  (Roman  Catholic  Church),  Canada 

♦The  Rt.  Rev.  Desmond  TUTU  (Church  of  the  Province  of  South 
Africa),  Lesotho 

♦The  Rev.  Ilda  VENCE  (Methodist  Church),  Uruguay 
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Dr.  Gunter  WAGNER  (Baptist  Church,  Germany),  Switzerland 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Geoffrey  WAINWRIGHT  (Methodist  Church  of  Great 
Britain),  England 

*The  Rev.  Peggy  WAY  (United  Church  of  Christ),  USA 

*Dr.  W.M.S.  WEST  (Baptist  Union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland), 
England 

*Prof.  Gayraud  WILMORE  (United  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  USA) 
USA 

The  Rev.  Prof.  Norman  YOUNG  (Methodist  Church  in  Australasia) 
Australia 

Prof.  John  D.  ZIZIOULAS  (Ecumenical  Patriarchate),  Scotland 


NB.  A further  20  members  will  be  elected  by  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  in  spring 
1977. 


LIAISON  OFFICERS 


Dr.  Claude  BROACH  (Baptist  World  Alliance),  USA 

Metropolitan  DAMASKINOS  (Ecumenical  Patriarchate  of  Constan- 
tinople), Switzerland 

The  Rev.  Fr.  Pierre  DUPREY  (Roman  Catholic  Church),  Italy 

The  Rt.  Rev.  John  HOWE  (Anglican  Communion),  England 

The  Rev.  Carl  MAU  (Lutheran  World  Federation),  Switzerland 

The  Rev.  Richmond  SMITH  (World  Alliance  of  Reformed  Churches) 
Switzerland 

World  Methodist  Council  (to  be  named) 

Disciples  of  Christ  (to  be  named) 

Old  Catholic  Church  (to  be  named) 


. 
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